THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

March i6th Michel de Villeneuve was formally accused
at Vienne.

It must have been a great disappointment to the
zealous informers in Geneva that, after all, their mine
missed fire. Some helpful person must have cut the fuse.
Probably the archbishop of Vienne gave his physician in
ordinary a timely hint. When the Inquisitor appeared in
Vienne, the printing press had mysteriously disappeared;
the journeyman printers solemnly swore that they had
never set up or printed any such work; and the highly
respected physician Villanovus indignantly repudiated
his alleged identity with Miguel Servetus. Strangely
enough, the Inquisition was content with having made a
protest, and the remarkable forbearance of this terrible
institution strengthens our belief that some powerful
person must have extended a protective hand over the
culprit. The ecclesiastical court, which usually began its
work with the thumb-screw and the rack, left Villeneuve
at large; the Inquisitor returned to Lyons, having
effected nothing; and Arneys was informed that his
accusation had proved unfounded. The Genevese
attempt to get rid of Servetus by setting the Inquisition
to work proved a failure. It is possible that the whole
matter would have come to nothing had not Arneys
applied to Geneva, begging his cousin Trie to supply
additional and more damnatory material concerning the
aforesaid heretic.

Up to now it might seem possible to suppose, if we
wish to take a lenient view, that Trie acted on his own
initiative in thus lodging a charge with his Catholic
cousin about an author with whom he had no personal
acquaintance: and that neither he nor Calvin had
dreamed that their denunciation would leak through to
the papal authorities. But now, when the machine of
justice had been set in motion, and when the group of
zealots in Geneva must know that Arneys was writing
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